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The Hinckley School
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2024-2025

	Date this summary was published
	July 2024

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	July 2025

	Name of the school music lead
	Dominic Riley

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music
	Dominic Riley

	Name of local music hub 
	Leicestershire Music Hub

	Name of other music education organisation(s)
	JAM Music School



At The Hinckley School, we pride ourselves on an ambitious, diverse, and inclusive music curriculum and extra curriculum. All students have the opportunity to embrace state-of-the-art equipment and facilities throughout their music education. The high-quality facilities and education provides students a platform to share and immerse oneself within the local community.
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
	At The Hinckley School, music is taught at all Key Stage 3 levels, whilst meeting the requirements of the National Curriculum. Throughout all year groups, music lessons will contain performing, creating, and appraising upon the varied curriculum. 

Key Stage 3
The KS3 curriculum provides a pedestal for students to access GCSE music, further education, and extra-curricular opportunities; which are all offered to students at The Hinckley School. Students with SEND are accommodated for where special arrangements can be met, scaffolding can be tightened, and parallel activities can be deployed, where students can access the same outcomes, but in a different way. As students journey through the curriculum, the element of independence increases allowing students to take more ownership of their learning and outcomes – creating a better-rounded musician and overall learner.


Year 7
Year 7s have two lessons a week in a concentrated 10 week period in rotation with the other performing arts. The two schemes of work mirror that of the other subjects: musical theatre and arts from around the world. They are taught the fundamentals of musical elements and notation, and performance. As many students may have never received a music lesson, this ensures that everyone is able to grow together through the curriculum. The first scheme of work is singing Oliver Twist: students are taught how to warm up and sing properly, perform as an ensemble, fundamentals of musical elements, and understanding how lyrics are comprised in song. Then students are taught the features of West African Drumming/Samba de Batucada. Using the array of musical instruments, students are taught how to perform and improvise in solo and ensemble contexts. In both of the schemes of work, clear co-curricular links can be make when contextualising the different music and linking themes to history and geography.

Year 8
Year 8s also have two lessons a week in a concentrated 10 week period in rotation with the other performing arts. The two schemes of work are: music tech and blues. They evolve from the year 7 topics where reading notation becomes more complex compounded with learning the basics of Logic Pro and manipulating the musical elements to create a remix. This makes use of the state-of-the-art mac suite which contains professional software in music. In the blues topic, students learn the features, perform, and improvise in the blues style, whilst analysing its cultural and historical context.

Year 9
Year 9s have a fortnightly music lesson, which now allows for three schemes of work: film music, reggae music, and creating their own song. Once again, the topics deliver more independence and complexity to their learning. In the film topic, students make use of the technology where they compose their own film music to accompany a film scene of their choice through manipulation of all the musical elements and implementation of compositional features found in film music. Reggae music is similar to the blues topic in terms of general musicality and contextual baggage, but embraces new terminology and rhythmic complexity. Finally the song-writing topic is the final topic for KS3. This is an opportunity for the students to show-off their three years of secondary school music education culminating in creating their own piece of music.




GCSE – OCR
All the skills that have faced students in KS3 resurface in GCSE, therefore most will be highly poised to take on GCSE music. At The Hinckley School, we offer GCSE Music – OCR. The components of the two year course emulates the KS3 curriculum as it includes performing (30%), composing (30%), and appraising (40%) with a key emphasis of a wide range of music styles, musical elements/features, and notation. The performances include solo and ensemble work, and also the ability to use music tech as an alternative to live performance. Performances are recorded in our new music recording studio. The two compositions consist of a free composition and one based upon a brief set by OCR. The compositions are conducted on the macs using Logic Pro and/or Sibelius. Finally the listening exam explores a wide range of different musical genres and eras and students are tested by appraising unheard pieces of music. The styles include: film; Baroque, Classical and Romantic era classical music; Bhangra, African drumming, Samba, Indian Classical, Calypso, Israeli folk, Palestinian Folk, and Greek Folk; and Rock ‘n’ Roll, Rock Anthems, Pop Ballad, and present day Solo Artists.

BTEC – Level 3 Extended Certificate in Music Performance
The BTEC course that runs in 6th form again lends itself well from the previous curriculum. The four topics in BTEC are solo performance, ensemble performance, theory and harmony, and practice in the music industry. The BTEC course is brilliant for contextualising everything into the real world, for example the solo and ensemble performances evaluate ones stage presence and journey towards practicing and preparing for the final performance. The theory and harmony makes real-world use of melody writing and harmonisation whilst the professional practice allows students to prepare and understand the professional music industry beyond 6th form. The course also allows for work to be collected in a multitude of form from articles, videos, documents and audio files. This allows students freedom and independence in pursuing what they want to talk about/perform, and how they want to present it – preparing them form the world beyond The Hinckley School.


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Enrichment Programme in Music
	Beyond the core music curriculum, we at The Hinckley School offer a broad range of additional opportunities for students to enhance their music skills, get creative, and to socialise with likeminded individuals.
We offer instrumental tuition on ALL orchestral instruments, rock instruments, and vocals. These are provided by professional peripatetic music teachers who are either independent, part of JAM Music or as part of the Leicestershire Music Hub. Students can chose to have weekly lesson either one-to-one or with other students. Lessons are charged and vary depending on the instrument if the lesson is shared. Those students eligible for Pupil Premium and/or Free School Meals have their lessons fully paid for. There is no structured curriculum so the tutors tailor their lessons to the student’s needs which may be to learn particular songs, prepare for GCSE performances or working forwards national music certificates such as ABRM or Rock School.
All peripatetic music lessons take place in one of three spacious practice rooms, which contain good equipment for the lessons to be conducted. In total, there are eight rooms dedicated to music ranging from practice rooms, storage, the main classroom, and the brand new recording studio. The practice rooms are always available for 6th formers to use and for the whole school to use afterschool, and break/lunch on most days. We have a range of acoustic, classical and electric guitars, bass guitars, keyboards, pianos, drum kits and amps within the practice rooms. The main music room is open for all students to use during most breaks, lunches and afterschool to use the macs for composition alongside the support of music tech specialist Christian Hoffmann.
Other structured activities that are offered include Rock School, which is led by JAM Music. This is where students selected a rock instrument, receive class tuition on said instrument before combining the whole class together to rehearse and perform rock and pop songs. This is activity costs under £3 per 1 and half hour session and is fully covered if the student is Pupil Premium or has Free School Meals. 
We are well known for our high- musical productions. The music, drama and dance departments collaborate to provide for incredibly outstanding performances.
There are also opportunities to get involved with choir, orchestra and the Hinckley Area Schools Orchestra if you are at grade 2 and above.


Part C: Musical experiences
	Students are given the opportunity to showcase their musical skills such as every term during their year’s celebration assembly: a time to reflect and celebrate the successes of each year group’s achievements. Students also have opportunities to perform during the open evenings, which is open to the public.
During our aforementioned enrichment programme, a lot of these activities conclude with an opportunity for students to showcase their musical work. For example, the students in Rock School receive a slot at JAM Music’s concert and welcome local school bands to perform at the public concert. The orchestra have received professional tuition and a performance in Birmingham and the Hinckley Areas Orchestra platform two concerts per year. Finally the choir and solo performers have an annual event at performing at the local retirement homes, St Mary’s Church, and a local Hinckley Society for retirees. 
Regarding musical theatre, there have been frequent opportunities for students to perform in productions as well as receive frequent invitations to watch shows at the Curve on trips.


The future
	Moving forwards, The Hinckley School is determined to further the depth and breadth of musical opportunities into the future. This includes more opportunities for performances, and implementing some enrichment activities during form time, thus increasing the hours of quality rehearsal and tuition time for students and ensemble groups.
It is imperative that The Hinckley School maintains and expands its ties into the local community in regards to music. This includes more opportunities for students to attend a range of music trips, invite more bands to perform at BOSFEST, expand the Hinckley Area Schools Orchestra more into The Hinckley School, and to offer more lessons through JAM Music where they host a range of local concerts throughout the year. 
We will of course keep on investing in the equipment in the music department to keep up to speed and so that students at the Hinckley School have the finest resources at their disposal. Students always come first so if anything is needed from the students, it is usually purchased for them to use. We also have an excellent team of students who relish in restoring and fixing equipment so they can get as much working as possible for the future.


Further information
	The Hinckley School Music Curriculum
https://www.thehinckleyschool.co.uk/_site/data/files/users/recruitment/114B70FA3B2707AD8512C41A01AAFAD1.pdf 

	JAM Music
https://www.jammusicschools.co.uk/ 

	Leicestershire Music Hub
https://leicestershiremusichub.org/ 

	Orchestras For All
https://www.orchestrasforall.org/ 
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