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Year after year we enjoy celebrating 

GCSE success with our students as 

they secure the grades to move onto 

the destinations of their choice at the 

end of Year 11. This milestone always 

fills me with great pride, as we see the 

young people we have watched grow 

and learn over the last five years follow 

their dreams.  
 

I know how far away this milestone 

may seem to students reading this 

guide today, however, in reality, the 

next two years will go incredibly fast and it is important that you 

spend this time studying courses that are right for you and your 

future aspirations. 
 

Year 10 and 11 are an important and demanding stage in a  

studentõs education, with GCSEs playing a vital role in achieving 

entry to the Sixth Form, college or apprenticeships, securing  

future industry roles and entering Higher Education.  
 

At The Hinckley School we put students first and are committed to 

providing an expertly crafted GCSE curriculum which, alongside 

tailored careers guidance and expansive exam preparation,  

surrounds our students with support and removes barriers,  

enabling our students to reach their full potential.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have worked collaboratively with our colleagues across The  

Futures Trust to ensure that our GCSE curriculum for 2023 offers a 

broad range of opportunities and delivers high quality teaching 

and learning, with additional investment in staff development and  

facilities to allow us to confidently set our students up for success. 
  

Within this Options Guide you will be able to discover the wealth 

of courses available to our students at Key Stage 4, with STEM, 

EBacc and core subjects clearly marked to help your  decision 

making. 
 

Our specialist team are here to support you every step of the way 

and we look forward to celebrating your GCSE success at the end of 

Year 11.  
 

Thank you, 

 
    

Lisa Hickman, Head of School 
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INTRODUCTION 
The purpose of this guide is to help students to select the courses they wish to study in 

Year 10 and 11.  

Making this decision is not an easy one and it is important that students select courses 

where they show real potential and interest, as this affects both their enjoyment and  

academic outcomes. Every grade matters to build brighter futures. 

Curriculum Structure 
 

The curriculum contains both core subjects, which are 

compulsory for all students, and optional subjects. All 

core subjects and three optional subjects are  

combined to form a studentsõ individual programme of 

study.   
 

Core Subjects - The high quality of teaching delivered 

in our core subjects creates a strong foundation of 

knowledge, ensuring students acquire essential skills in 

English, Mathematics and Science. Physical Education 

and Personal Development (both non-assessed) ensure 

that students develop character, relationships,  

teamwork, and essential life skills. 
 

Optional Subjects - Alongside core subjects, optional 

subjects allow an avenue for students to study courses 

which reflect their individual abilities, interests and  

future aspirations. Students select three option  

subjects. Our optional course offer is reviewed  

annually as part of our ongoing commitment to 

providing outstanding opportunities for all and our 

Senior Leadership Team have used their extensive  

expertise, alongside colleagues from The Futures Trust, 

to craft a GCSE provision which offers broad range, 

outstanding opportunities and inspiring content.  

 
Core: 

 

English Language 
English Literature 
Mathematics 
Science 

Physical Education 
Personal Development 

 
 

Option Block 1: 
 

History, 
Geography 

 
 
Option Block 2: 
 

French 
Spanish 
Art 
Textiles 
Computer Science 
Food & Nutrition 
Media 
Music 
Physical Education 

 
Option Block 3: 
 

Triple Science 
Business 
Dance 
Drama 
Engineering 
Health & Social Care 
RE 
Sports Studies 
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English Baccalaureate (EBacc) 

 
The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) is a set of 

subjects at GCSE that helps to keep young 

peopleõs options open for further study and 

future careers. 

The EBacc is: 

¶ English  

¶ Maths 

¶ The Sciences (can include  

Double Science) 

¶ Geography or History 

¶ French or Spanish 

 

The EBacc is a nationally accepted suite of 

qualifications. It serves as a benchmark for 

universities to check that applicants have a 

broad and solid academic foundation on 

which to build. Although studying the  

complete EBacc combination is optional for 

all students, we do strongly recommended 

this route as it keeps all Further (Sixth Form) 

and Higher (University) Education pathways 

open for students as they seek to maximise 

their potential and aspirations.  

EBacc subjects are all clearly marked within 

this booklet.  

 

STEM  

STEM subjects are subjects within the fields 

of Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Mathematics. Careers within STEM are wide  

ranging and ever evolving and there is a  

national drive to promote STEM subjects as 

there is a great demand for employment in 

these sectors. Our new STEM building  

underlines our commitment to this sector, 

and we regularly host STEM enrichment and 

career events to develop studentsõ  

understanding of the opportunities available.  

 

STEM subjects are all clearly marked within 

this booklet.  

 

òUnderstanding the  

assessment breakdown is  

important when it comes to 

decision makingó 

Course Types 
Some subjects contain an element of Non Examined 

Assessment (previously known as coursework) which 

enables students to produce work of high quality 

without examination time pressures, as well as the 

freedom to conduct in depth exploratory research. All 

courses contain an element of examination, ensuring 

students develop the ability to focus under pressure, 

develop revision practices and promote knowledge 

retrieval. All students have different approaches to 

learning, so understanding the assessment  

breakdown of a course is important when it comes to 

decision making.  

 

BTEC/ Technical Award/OCR  

Nationals 

These are vocational qualifications in which  

students can gain either a Level 1 or Level 2  

qualification. These course types are assessed via 

coursework (maximum of 80%) and external  

assessment (minimum of 20%) set by the exam 

boards. They will be graded as follows: 

Level 1 = Pass / Level 2 = Pass, Merit, Distinction,  

Distinction Star 

Students can only submit each piece of work once, 

and every deadline must be met to pass the course. 

The BTEC qualifications we offer are at Level 2. 
 

GCSE  
Assessed by examinations and, in some subjects, an 

element of coursework. All examinations will be taken 

at the end of the course. Students are awarded 

grades 9-1.  
 

Non-Examined Assessment (NEA)  

These are ôtasksõ set by the exam board, marked by 

teachers and then moderated by the exam board.  

They assess skills such as research, processing,  

analysing and evaluating information and report  

writing.  

 

Please see our subject  

pages for specific  

assessment information. 
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Building life long friendships is an important part of school life. However, when it comes 

to selecting GCSE options we recommend that you make your choices based on your own 

interests and future goals.  
 

Choosing a course based on your own passions shows confidence, maturity,  

independence and direction, qualities we strive to develop in all our students and  

attributes which will be highly prized by future employers and higher education  

providers.  
 

Your choices shape your future, so make sure that they are right for you. Be  

confident in your own path; donõt chase anyone else's dream.  
 

Equally, it is important to not choose courses based on teacher preferences. The teachers 

teaching you next year may not be those you currently have.  
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CAREERS 
Expert careers guidance is part of our core provision at The Hinckley School, allowing our students to 

raise their aspirations and be supported to explore destinations they may never have considered before. 

Our intent is for our students to become agents of change in the world, so we are committed to support, 

guidance and advice to nurture their confidence, independence and ability to make well informed,  

realistic and aspirational decisions. 
 

We strive to inspire and motivate our students in all year groups in order to fulfil their potential. The 

Hinckley School is fully compliant with the Careers Strategy and all Gatsby Benchmarks in order to help 

every student develop high aspirations and consider a broad and ambitious range of careers. In-line with 

the Gatsby Benchmarks, and in-line with our school ethos, ôStudents First, Itõs About Learning,  

No Barriersõ, our advice is impartial and bespoke to each learner.  

 

Students have already benefitted from our extensive Key Stage 3 careers programme. Delivered within 

the Personal Development curriculum during tutor time, our careers provision encourages students to 

consider their future plans and to discuss their aspirations and ambitions. If students already have a  

specific dream career in mind, then their choices should be shaped to achieve this goal. If students do not 

yet have a specific direction, please do not worry! Instead, choose a suite of subjects which will keep as 

many options open as possible.   
 

As students enter Key Stage 4, it is important that careers education remains high profile as learners get 

ever closer to their future career and study opportunities. We build on the foundations laid in Key Stage 3 

by providing an expert careers programme, ensuring that students leave us with not only outstanding 

results, but also with the knowledge, experience and confidence to make their dreams come true.  
 

The Key Stage 4 Options Evening and supporting assemblies are designed to allow students to learn 

more about the courses available to them at The Hinckley School, linked to the wide variety of careers, 

industries and opportunities that studying each course presents. As students make these important  

decisions, our team of tutors and Subject Leaders will be on hand to offer additional support. All  

students will also have the opportunity to take part in a one-to-one session with our in-house careers  

advisor. This is a fantastic opportunity for students to receive guidance from an experienced professional 

and to discuss their future plans in depth.  
 

The Hinckley School provides a safe and secure environment where all students can flourish, where  

everyone is treated in a fair and consistent manner and all careers related information will be open to all  

students irrespective of context to ensure equal opportunities for all.  

 

 

For additional information and support please contact our Careers Advisor:   

Mrs H Thompson, Careers Advisor - hthompson@thehinckleyschool.co.uk 
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Key Stage 4 Options EveningñWednesday 15th February 2023 

The Options Evening will take place at The Hinckley School and will allow you to explore each option by 

talking to subject representatives. Further information will be sent to parents in advance of the evening, 

and there will also be opportunities to meet with class teachers of core subjects (English, Maths and  

Science) to discuss your childõs progress so far this year.  

 

Options DeadlineñFriday 3rd March 2023, 3:30pm  

This is the deadline for your final options choices to be submitted. This allows conversations to happen 

over half term and allows students further opportunities to ask questions when we return after the break . 

Please note that we encourage option choices to be submitted prior to this date where possible, but options 

are not allocated on a first come, first served basis. 

 

If you have any enquiries please contact:  

Ms Jo Wilson, Year 9 Leader jwilson@thehinckleyschool.co.uk   

 

The subject specification was correct at the time of printing. Please note that subject specification can  

change at the discretion of the Academy. Every effort was made to ensure that the information contained in 

the Curriculum Guide was accurate at the time of publication.  We will aim to run all courses described, but 

final decisions will be based on the number of students opting for each course.   

T   E 

We encourage students to read the information provided for all coursesñeven if 

they haven't previously considered studying the subjectñas the progression routes 

and course content may open up a new avenue of opportunity that they not  

previously considered.  

 

While considering their option choices we also encourage students to capitalise on 

the support available to them inside and outside of school, by speaking to their  

Pastoral Leader, Subject Teachers, Subject Leaders, Careers Team and  

Parents/Carers. All students and their families are also invited to attend Options 

Evening so that we can further support the decision making process.  
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