NEWSLETTER

20TH NOVEMBER 2025

Firstly, | would like to thank students
in years 7-10 who completed their
NGRT tests this week. New Group
Reading Tests are standardized
reading assessments for students
aged 5 to 16 that measure reading
skills like phonics, decoding, and
comprehension. The results help us
support our students on their way to
success, by understanding their
results we can put in place tailored scaffolding, intervention
and stretch and challenge to ensure all students cannot only
access our curriculum, but reach their full potential.

Reading was a central theme this week, as students in Year
8 also heard from Creative Learning Services in one of our
regular Book Talking sessions. Reading equips students with
the language, knowledge, and critical thinking skills needed
to access a broader curriculum and lays the foundation for

success in education and later life and it was great to hear
how much students loved being introduced to new authors
and genres. Please ask students about the new titles they
heard extracts from, which are now available to borrow from
the Library.

It was a privilege to attend the second annual John
Wilkinson Memorial Cup game at Hinckley Rugby Football
Club on Saturday, as our rugby team faced HRFC U15s. The
event, which fundraised for Pancreatic Cancer UK, was once
again a fitting celebration of rugby and community spirit

in the memory of beloved former teacher Mr Wilkinson.

We would like to sincerely thank all our students, parents,
carers and staff for coming along to show their support and
congratulations to our team for holding on to the trophy
with an impressive 20-10 victory!

Kate Groocock | Head of School

Jhn

ikinson Mrial
Cup Game

On Saturday 15th November, The Hinckley School
played HRFC in the second annual ‘John Wilkinson
Memorial Cup’ played in honour of former teacher
John Wilkinson. John was a hugely loved member of
our school community, and the number of people who
turned up to watch the game shows everything about
the impact he had on so many.

The boys stepped onto the pitch determined to play in
the spirit that John himself lived by, with heart, honesty,
and a genuine love for the game. Up against a strong
and well-drilled U15 Hinckley Rugby Club team, the
boys showed real character and togetherness, earning a
well-deserved 20-10 win. It wasn’t just the scoreline that
mattered, but the way they played for one another.

What made the day even more special was the
atmosphere around the pitch. Former pupils, families,
staff, friends, and members of the wider community all
came out to show their support. There was laughter,
shared stories, and quiet moments of reflection. It

felt less like a match and more like a celebration of
someone who meant a great deal to us all. The game
was a reminder of the positive mark John left on this
school and beyond. His kindness, his enthusiasm,

and his ability to bring people together were felt
everywhere on the day. Seeing so many people stand
side-by-side in his memory was a powerful tribute to
the person he was. John will always be missed, but
events like this show just how strongly his spirit lives
on—in our community, in our students, and in the game
he loved.

- Mr Stocks | Director of Sport
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Celebrating Excellence in
Pyrography

Year 12 Art, Craft & Design students show true talent

Our Year 12 Art, Craft and Design students are to be
commended for the creativity and commitment they
have shown in their recent pyrography project. After
investigating a wide range of influential artistic sources,
students developed their own personalised concepts
before experimenting with the control and application
of a soldering iron on wood. Through this process, they
explored how varying technigues can produce a rich
variety of aesthetic effects.

Looking ahead, students will continue to expand their
practice by considering how alternative materials might
be combined with their wood-burning work to enhance
texture, colouration and tone, while still celebrating the
natural surface qualities of the wood itself. Their growing
confidence and imaginative approach have been out-
standing, and we look forward to seeing their next steps
in this exciting area of study.

November Creative Challenge:

Food: Tunnocks Tea Cake Challenge

Launch: Monday 3rd November Deadline: Monday 1st December

P |
Ty

Challenge:

Produce and present a dish that embraces the humble "Tunnock’s B8 deay
Tea Cake' and takes us "around the world in one bite’ . g 3
S e

You should think about showcasing your knowledge of ingredients
and their origins as well as technical skills and processes

You should Eake a sel ol no less than 5 high qualily pholographs
of your creation to showcase all details (like these examples)

» also lype a descriplion of your dish- think aboul a
tantalising menu style description that would entice any reader!




