
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Welcome to our Safeguarding and Well-Being Newsletter.  

This newsletter is all about Summer! Inside it you will find lots of information relating to what you 

can access for you and your child (ren) this summer and some links to assist in the smooth return for 

your child (ren) back into the next academic year.  

The information relating to what is on offer in the community is regularly being updated and this 

information is shared here and listed, where appropriate in our Mental Health offer and Family 

Support Directory. 

Specific Family Support  

For families in need, we have a hygiene bank you can access and I am also an issuer of food bank 

vouchers, so if this support is something you need please get in touch so we can offer this support 

before the summer holidays begin. 

The Local Authority also supports families with a Household Support Fund. Please visit our website 

to download more information and see if you qualify under their scheme for support.  

Uniform Hub  

We also have a large amount of uniform, in particular blazers, available in our onsite second-hand 

Uniform Hub, thanks to kind donations from our former students and their families. These items can 

now be purchased by parents/carers for a small suggested donation. All donations will go straight 

back into supporting school projects for our wonderful young people. If you would like to access our 

second-hand uniform hub, please get in touch with us directly and arrange to come in to select one 

of the many pre-loved items we have had donated.  

If you would like to donate items of uniform, please bring them to reception, we appreciate all 

donations.  

We wish you all a warm and joyful summer holiday. 

Thank you, 

Mrs K Priestnall & Miss I Pawley  

The Safeguarding Team  

kpriestnall@thehinckleyschool.co.uk  

ipawley@thehinckleyschool.co.uk  
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CHANGES TO THE ATTENDANCE CODES FROM AUGUST 2024 

 
New guidance from the Department for Education comes into force from August 19th 2024 called 

Working together to improve school attendance  

The changes to the attendance codes outlined in the above document have been introduced to 

improve consistency and accuracy of recording attendance for monitoring by the Department for 

Education. 

The ‘Working Together to Improve School Attendance’ document also details the attendance 

responsibilities for parents, schools, academy trusts, governing bodies and local authorities. There is 

an emphasis on finding supportive routes to improve school attendance. This guidance becomes 

statutory from August 19th 2024. 

Part of this guidance sets out the new National Framework for issuing penalty notices and reflects 

changes to the law through the Education (Penalty Notices) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 

2024. Here is a helpful poster from the Local Authority that they have asked us to share.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65f1b048133c22b8eecd38f7/Working_together_to_improve_school_attendance__applies_from_19_August_2024_.pdf


 

 

SUMMER ACTIVITIES FROM TEEN HEALTH  

Our partners at Teen health are running a range of summer activities for anyone between the ages 

of 11-19 years without any kind of referral needed. Please see the information below for details.  

We are also very excited to announce that our own Teen health officer Georgie will be at The 

Hinckley School for 2 days from the next academic year not just 1, so will be making double the 

impact on all those students that are supported by Teen Health. Our Mental Health and Family 

Support Directory  gives you details of the Teen Health offer in school, so if you think this is 

something that you want for your child, please get in touch and we can make a referral. More 

information is available here:  

www.teenhealth.org.uk  

Our partners at Relate Counselling are also offering support over the summer in the form of 

workshops, coping strategies, and other agencies that can help when things get hard and for those 

who have experienced self-harm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thehinckleyschool.co.uk/_site/data/files/users/safeguarding/BA2340771E7557C0525E6C77F64EB955.pdf
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http://www.teenhealth.org.uk/
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FREE ONLINE COURSES FOR ALL 

Free Online Courses for all parents, carers, grandparents and teens from the Leicestershire 

partnership in partnership with the Solihull Approach. 

Featuring courses on Antenatal, Postnatal, Children and Young People, For Teenagers, For Adults 

including Community Languages, The Solihull Approach to Sleep, Moving Up in School and many 

more, all for free 

inourplace | Solihull Approach – Leicestershire | inourplace 

Sign up to understand your child’s feelings, as well as your own, as you go through life as a family. 

Learn to understand the changes in your child’s development and how to support them, whilst also 

strengthening your relationship.  

How to sign up: 

Residents of Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland can access these courses for free by entering the 

Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland Access Code: CURVE at  

www.inourplace.co.uk 

 

KNIFE CRIME AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

We are currently working with the local Police to support a knife crime awareness strategy in school 

and part of this will be inviting the Police into school in the next academic year with their ‘knife arch’ 

and to deliver assemblies. The aim of this is to raise awareness of knife crime, the consequences of 

carrying a knife and the harm they can do. The Hinckley and Bosworth Young People’s Officer has 

also asked us to share the following message from their anti-knife campaign in the neighbourhood.  

We Don't Carry #LivesNotKnives 
The Violence Reduction Network (VRN) and Leicestershire Police's Violence and 
Complex Crime Unit (VCCU) developed a new approach and branding of their 
long-standing Lives Not Knives anti-knife crime campaign. 
 
Emerging evidence suggests that an approach that uses shock tactics isn’t best 
suited to produce positive action and behaviour change amongst young people 
and can also have an unintended impact of increasing fear, a known reason why 
some young people carry weapons. 
 
Through consultation with brand experts and young people, we have re-
branded the campaign to ‘WE DON’T CARRY’ #LivesNotKnives. The new content 
aims to be more authentic, avoids negative stereotypes and instead conveys a 
more positive image and narrative which focuses on the fact that most young 
people do not carry knives and have positive ambitions and goals. Pictures of 
knives are not used within the campaign. 
 
The campaign continues to have an educational focus, highlighting the potential 
consequences of carrying and/or using a knife and offers practical advice and 
solutions for young people if they are concerned about themselves or others. 

https://inourplace.co.uk/leicestershire/
http://www.inourplace.co.uk/


 

 
More information on Leicestershire Police’s campaign can be found here:  
Lives Not Knives 
Knife crime advice for parents | LiveSafe 

Knife crime advice & support | LiveSafe 

 

PLAYING SAFE OVER SUMMER 

We all want children and young people to enjoy playing outside over the summer holidays. 

As they get older they may want to start playing out on their own and further away from home, so 

you may not always be able to see what they are doing. However, there are a number of ways you 

can help keep yourself and them safe. 

Be aware of the risks in your local area like derelict buildings, reservoirs and railway lines, as children 

may be tempted to explore and be unaware of the dangers of these places. 

 

Reservoirs/ Lakes/ Rivers/ Canals and other open waters 

In hot weather increasing numbers of children put themselves 

at risk of drowning from swimming in rivers, lakes, canals or 

reservoirs. It can be tempting to cool off in open waters, but 

there are many dangers, even for a strong swimmer.  

• The water can be extremely cold, even on a hot day. Cold 

water affects your muscles making it very difficult to swim 

if you get into a dangerous situation. 

• It is difficult to estimate the depth of the water and there 

may be hidden rubbish like shopping trolleys or glass. 

• Open waters are not meant for swimming and so have 

steep banks which are very difficult to get in and out of. 

• The water might be polluted and therefore can make you 

ill. 

• If you do get into danger there are no lifeguards to help. 

Holidays 

When holidaying abroad or at home, follow these 

tips to help keep your family safe whilst having 

fun in, on or around water:  

• When visiting new places, take time to review 

safety notices. Find out what local signs and flags 

mean.  

• Always look out for potential hazards and warn 

members of your group to avoid possible risks. 

https://www.leics.police.uk/police-forces/leicestershire-police/areas/leicestershire-force-content/c/campaigns/2019/knife-crime/
https://livesafe.org.uk/parents-and-carers/knife-crime/
https://livesafe.org.uk/young-people/knife-crime/


 

• Never use inflatables in open water – although they look fun, inflatable water toys can quickly get 

caught in the wind and be blown out to sea. 

• Take extra care when intoxicated around water and never enter the water whilst under the influence 

of alcohol and/or drugs. 

• Always choose to visit a lifeguarded venue. 

• Swim with others.  It’s safer to swim in pairs or groups who can help should anyone get into trouble 

in the water. 

• Always keep children under the constant supervision of a capable adult.  

 
Abandoned buildings and building sites 
These can look fun to explore but there are many dangers that can seriously harm children. 

Derelict and abandoned buildings are often unsafe with rotten timbers that can’t support weight 

with large holes that drop down through floors covered in rusty objects and broken glass, as well as 

being home to vermin. 

Building sites are working areas and are extremely hazardous. They can contain dangerous 

machinery as well as toxic waste, and chemicals. 

It is illegal to enter these properties, so children may be breaking the law by playing there. 

 
Railway lines 
Research shows that young people are more 

likely to take a risk on the tracks especially over 

the summer holidays. Young people have been 

caught playing on the tracks or crossing them to 

take a short cut, but this can result in serious life 

changing injuries. 

It is illegal to trespass on railway lines and also 

very dangerous. Trains travel at great speed and 

cannot stop quickly. 

Only appropriate crossings such as bridges or level crossings should be used to cross railway lines. 

Make sure you talk to your child about railway safety and the dangers. 

Talking to your child about these dangers can help them stay safe when they are out on their own 

this summer. 

 

Ask your child how they can keep themselves safe 
• Help them learn about their local environment and acquire the skills to help keep themselves safe, 

e.g. learning to swim, cycle training, road safety. 

• Talk to them about the dangers of being distracted when out and about by music, phones, gadgets 

etc. and not being able to hear traffic. 

• Ask them about the places they might go, where to avoid and why, and what to do if they’re worried 

whilst they’re out on their own. 



 

• Remind them not to climb on barriers and fences as they are there to protect them from serious 

injury and accidents and obey “Danger” signs. 

• Agree a time they should be home. 

We want all children and young people to have a safe summer, please talk to your child about the 

dangers and help us to keep all our children safe. 

 

HUGE HIKE HOME 

At the end of August, a group of Players and Coaches from 

Hinckley Ladies Football Club will be walking from their 

furthest away game in the season (Asfordby) to their home 

of Ashby Road Sports Club in Hinckley - a total distance of 

approximately 32 miles - over 13 hours of continuous 

walking, and they need your help!! 

They will be doing this to raise money for the Hinckley Area 
Foodbank and to help to pay for their ever-increasing 
ground rent and costs throughout the season.  

Please visit their Facebook Page (Hinckley Ladies FC) for details, search for Hinckley Ladies FC on 
JustGiving, or click this link: Crowdfunding to raise money for the Hinckley Area Food bank and to 
support the ever increasing operating costs of running a grassroots football club. on JustGiving 

 

MENTAL HEALTH CENTRAL ACCESS POINT  

Mental Health Central Access Point - Leicestershire Partnership NHS Trust (leicspart.nhs.uk) 

0808 800 3302 

For anyone needing mental health support for themselves or others. The NHS services is available 

24/7 for both urgent and non-urgent help. There is no referral criteria other than being in need of 

support. 

 

 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/hinckleyladies-fc
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/hinckleyladies-fc
https://www.leicspart.nhs.uk/service/central-access-point/

