
N E W S L E T TE R  
B u i l d i n g  B r i g hte r   

Fu t u r e s  

Thursday 30th January 2025  

#169 

 S t u d e n t s  F i r s t  I  I t ’ s  A b o u t  L e a r n i n g  I  N o  B a r r i e r s  
           S t u d e n t s  F i r s t  I  I t ’ s  A b o u t  L e a r n i n g  I  N o  B a r r i e r s  

 
Dear Parent(s) and Carer(s),  

I would like to thank students, parents and carers for their response to our new attendance initiatives, we have 

already seen an incredible impact and have visited all year groups to award treats to students who have set an 

exceptional example by maintaining 100% attendance. We know that there are some occasions where absence is 

unavoidable and that is why rewarding improved attendance is also a key focus moving forward. It has been 

wonderful to see the difference increased attendance has already had on the learning outcomes for students this 

week.  

I would like to wish our Rugby Teams the very best of luck for their two fixtures this weekend, as our U12 team 

face Lutterworth High School and our U13/14 and U15/16 play Warwick. It is wonderful to now have a calendar full of rugby fixtures and 

to see our teams going from strength to strength.    

Next week, we look forward to welcoming our external applicants to our first Sixth Form Interview Evening for 2025. This evening will see 

our team interview Year 11 applicants from our feeder secondaries and I look forward to meeting our future Year 12 cohort in person on 

the 5th. Our own Year 11 students are still able to apply to join our vibrant Sixth Form community and I encourage them to speak to their 

subject specialists and sixth form leaders to find out more about the exceptional Level 3 opportunities we offer, so that we can continue 

to support them through their seven year journey.  

Well done to Year 13 for completing their Mock Exams this week, and good luck to Year 11 next week! 

 Mrs Rooke — Headteacher  

Electronics Club Build Robot Buggies  

Our KS3 Electronics Club have been putting their new robot buggies to the test 
this week during their Wednesday after school enrichment session.  

Oakleigh in Year 7 explained their work so far, “We started by building robots 
which were programmed to move in a square, then we added a one direction 
sensor, then a turning sensor and now we have added a light sensor which 
means the robot can follow a circuit.” He added, “This club is really fun, you get a 
deeper understanding of robotics and it has made me consider a career in 
robotics in the future.”  

Club Leader, Mr Harrison shared, “The students have been building simple 
circuits to learn about sensors that can measure distance and detect light. These 
were connected to microcontrollers and students wrote some simple code to 
measure the distance and light levels from the sensors. This was then further 
developed to build robot buggies that can drive around by themselves, avoiding 

collisions, and finally following a white line on a circuit around 
the floor. The project will conclude with a time trial to see 
which robot can complete the circuit the quickest!” 



Judo Duo Win Gold 

We are delighted to share that Katrina, our resident Judo 
superstar in Year 9, is now competing internationally 
alongside her sister and Year 7 student, Kayleigh. 

Over the weekend, Kayleigh participated in the British 
Schools Championships, securing a silver medal for the 
school, and also claimed gold in the Midlands area.  

Katrina, who competes at a national level, was ineligible for 
the schools event, but competed in the Midlands area, 
where she also won gold.  

Both athletes are achieving remarkable success in their 
Judo path and we can’t wait to continue to celebrate and 
share their amazing achievements!  

Congratulations Kayleigh and Katrina!  

Year 9 Options Evening  

SAVE THE DATE 
TUESDAY 11TH FEBRUARY 2025 

 

This week, all parents and carers of Year 9 students 

received an email inviting them to attend our 

upcoming KS4 Options Evening on Tuesday 11th 

February 2025.   

To read and download this letter, please click here.  

 

Spring/Summer Term Dates  
 

We will be looking to announce 

our next set of term dates 

online shortly. In the 

meantime, we would like to 

remind parents, carers and 

students that the last day of 

the summer term is Friday 11th 

July 2025.  

 

Our full spring/ summer term  

dates, also available to via on 

our website, are shown on the 

table to the left.   

https://www.thehinckleyschool.co.uk/_site/data/files/users/newsletters/new-folder/A38B7D7DCD8D82D18AAE0EDB8C25AC25.pdf


Learning about E-Safety in The Bridge  

This week, our tutor groups in The Bridge have been learning about E- 
Safety. With technology continually evolving and with young peoples levels 
of engagement with online platforms higher than ever before, it is 
important that we support our students and their families to understand 
how to keep safe online.  

Tutor groups worked through a presentation created by The Bridge Team 
which built on the aspects of E-Safety students covered during their first 
few weeks in Year 7, as part of the computing fundamentals topic. Students 
engaged with the information with maturity and inquisitive questioning, 
which prompted fantastic group discussions, we would like to thank them 
all for their participation.  

Ms Stone, Head of Computer Science and The Bridge Team will shortly be 
sharing helpful information sheets with parents/carers to support 
conversations around online safety to continue at home.  

Impressive Python Programming  

Declan in 9ODY has produced some brilliant work in Computer Science 
recently, with Ms Stone praising his hard work, “ Declan worked through all 
the activities to learn how to do Python programming and created 
flowcharts using a piece of software called Flowgorithm. Declan has been 
able to solve some of the more complicated problems and has been able to 
annotate and explain what is happening in his code to show a really deep 
understanding. At the end of the project he has taken all the elements he 
has learnt and created his own program. Declan was keen to get all the 
tasks completed and I arranged to have Python installed in the library so he 
could do extra work in there.” 

Well done Declan, you showed fantastic dedication and it is great to hear 
how much students are enjoying learning new programming skills! 

The School Immunisation Service is coming to school to offer young people 

in Year 9 the free, safe and effective teenage booster and MenACWY 

vaccines on 28th February 2025. The teenage booster protects against 

tetanus, diphtheria and polio. MenACWY protects against meningitis and 

meningococcal septicaemia. Both are given as a quick injection into the 

upper arm.  

Parents and carers: please register your consent decision online: 
www.leicsandrutlandimms.co.uk - our school code is LE141682 

or call the service on: 0300 3000 007. 

E-SAFETY 

Teenage Vaccinations  

http://www.leicsandrutlandimms.co.uk


“Our Year 11 Spanish students have been working extremely hard on their Speaking 
Practice. Every student has created a bank of flash cards with Spanish questions and 
their own answers on the back, and they are memorising these with the help of 
their families every day. They will be interviewed in their Speaking Exam without 
any support, which can be quite daunting, but they are absolute superstars!”  

- Ms Garcia, Head of Modern Foreign Languages   

Spanish Speaking Practice  

There is still time to apply to join The Hinckley Sixth Form in 2025!  

Visit our sixth form website to explore our wide range of courses (which now 
includes French!), watch videos of alumni and get a taste of our exceptional 
student experience.  

Click here to find out more.                Click here to apply.  

We have been marking the Lunar 
New Year with a themed canteen 
menu this week. Our kitchen team 
have even decorated the Main Hall 
serving area with red decorations 
and lanterns. We hope students 
have enjoyed sampling new dishes to 
welcome the Year of the Snake.  

Lunar New Year  

https://www.thehinckleysixthform.co.uk/
https://www.thehinckleysixthform.co.uk/form/?pid=46&form=87





