Last Thursday, we had the pleasure of
welcoming back our Class of 2025 to their
Year 11 Reunion and Celebration Evening. It
was a fantastic example of our strong sense
of community and staff thoroughly enjoyed
celebrating the successes of this year group
together for one final time. We wish the
Class of 2025 the very best in their future
endeavours.

The event also featured alumni
performances, including impressive pianists and powerful Sixth
Form poetry readings. Sixth Former Anne-Mary’s thought
provoking spoken word piece from the event can be found later in
this newsletter, along with her thoughts.

Our preparations for the festive season have now begun, with
heart-spaces decorated and our first Christmas event under our
belts. This week, our choir impressed audiences as they performed
in the St Mary’s Church Annual Christmas Concert. It is an event
staff and students always look forward to, and we would like

to thank the organisers for once again giving our students the
platform to share their talents with local residents.

Next week, our Pantomime Tour starts. This series of shows will
see our Year 10 students visit local primary schools to perform
their devised piece and spread festive cheer. | wish them the very
best of luck and know they will do us proud. Our own year groups
will also get to enjoy this festive entertainment, alongside their
Christmas Dinners, during the final week of term. Full details of
our Christmas celebrations and end of term arrangements have
been communicated to families earlier this week and a copy can
be found both on our website, and in this newsletter.

Finally, I look forward to welcoming families of Year 7 students to
school next Friday, as The Bridge Sing Off helps to put us all in the
festive spirit!

Kate Groocock | Head of School

St Mary’s Church Concert

Students and community members gathered at

St Mary’s Church in Hinckley this Wednesday for
their annual daytime Christmas Music Concert, a
cherished tradition that ushers in the holiday season
with warmth and celebration.

The concert featured a beautiful performance by
the school choir, who performed classic carols
and contemporary holiday pieces. In addition

to the choral selections, students showcased
their individual musical talents through a series
of impressive instrumental performances which
included brass, a cello solo, and piano pieces.

Special thanks go to Mr Wright and Mrs Cook for
supporting and organising student involvement in
this memorable community event. As always, our
students shone brightly—reminding us that the joy
that Christmas, and a shared love of music, can
bring.



Class of 2025 Reunion

Our Year 11 Class of 2025 gathered together for their
Reunion and Celebration Evening last week, as we
celebrated their achievements, limitless potential and five
years of fantastic memories.

The event included arrival drinks, grazing boards for
families to enjoy, the presentations of exam certificates,
student awards, staff speeches and an alumni guest
speaker - Hannah McReynolds. The entertainment for

the evening came in the form of piano performances,

and poetry readings thanks to our talented alumni, with
guests ending the evening with a walk down memory lane
through a slide show of photographs from the past five
years.

Thank you to everyone who attended and helped to make
the evening so special.

Lost Property

We have recently had an influx of lost property
handed in to our Main Reception.

Parents, carers, and students are reminded that the lost
property box is kept in the Main Reception, and families are
welcome to come into school during our normal opening hours
to look for any items students may have misplaced recently.
Please note that all items currently in the lost property box will

be donated to charity over the Christmas break if left unclaimed.

The Power of Poetry

Anne-Mary, Class of 2025 graduate and Year 12 student
at The Hinckley Sixth Form, performed one of her
original poems during the Class of 2025 Reunion and
Celebration Evening last week, and we are delighted to
share this thought provoking spoken word piece with
you. It directly addresses the topic of racism in society
and we would like to congratulate Anne-Mary on
creating such a truly powerful and emotive piece. We
know it will have a lasting imapct on many.

Bruises the Colour of Belonging

| walk through this city of rain,
its pavements slick with silence.
Every step reminds me

that my skin is a map

others keep trying to redraw.

They call me spice,

as if my body were a kitchen to sample.
They taste me in jokes,

lick their lips with questions —

“What's it like with Indian girls?”

As if | were curry simmering for their hunger,
never a woman with my own fire.

On buses, in queues, in offices,
| feel their stare:

sometimes a blade,
sometimes a net.

| am both danger and desire,
never simply human.

But behind their gaze,

there is the weight of our labour:
hands raw from scrubbing plates

in kitchens that never close,

backs bent over hospital beds,

shifts stitched together without sleep.

We lay bricks for houses

we cannot afford to enter,

drive buses through streets

where we are told we don’t belong,
stack shelves and sweep aisles

so others may fill their baskets

and forget we exist.

My father’s palms cracked like old soil,

my mother’s spine a question mark

from bending too long over other people’s needs.
They built this country quietly,

stone by stone, hour by hour,

and still it spits in our faces,

still it calls us outsiders.

| remember a man'’s split lip,
police reports folded into drawers.

| remember myself walking home
with keys threaded between her fingers
like a rosary of survival.

| remember a child —

brown like me —

told to go home,

though home was nothing but this street,
this damp brick, this cold air.

We learn how to shrink:

our voices pressed flat,

our smiles rehearsed for safety.

We learn the language of endurance,
how to carry dignity

like a fragile bow! of water

through a storm of fists and whispers.

And yet—

| stand.

My spine is not theirs to bend.

My voice is not theirs to silence.

I am the daughter of women

who crossed oceans with only their hunger for hope,
the child of men who built lives

from concrete and refusal.

I am not your spice,
not your shame,
not your conquest.

| am here.

I am labour,
l am love,

I am lineage.

And still—
| walk these streets.

Reflecting on her poem, Anne-Mary shared, “Our thoughts
and words hold great power. We are lucky to be a part of a
community that endorses and encourages free speech and
diversity, and we should utilise this to bring positive change.
We need to be mindful of our impact on others. We

cannot let discrimination litter our thoughts, words, and
actions. Micro racism can be harmful; It isolates minorities.
Condoning slurs, mindlessly laughing at racist jokes, physical
aggression and harassment is everywhere. Reducing
someone to their ethnicity/ race is growing (especially in this
turbulent political climate).”

She added, “Why don’t we do more about it? “It's’
uncomfortable to talk to about”” It” was a one-off thing”

It doesn’t mean anything”. ‘It’ (racism) has become taboo.
Without addressing the issue, we cannot tackle it! My poem
aims to de-stigmatise and raise awareness of racism: To
make you think about the impact of racism and yes, just like
Rome wasn’t built in a day... its won’t be an instant feat but
we can start by acknowledging it and talking about it so we
can serve as role models and create safe spaces. Especially
for impressionable and vulnerable younger years. Let’s set

the bar higher.”



In order for your child to have a two-course Christmas
dinner, we kindly ask that you pre-pay the meal deal
price of £2.88 on ParentPay by 10am on Monday 8th
December. Please select to pay the ‘Christmas Dinner -
£2.88" option on Parent Pay. Alternatively, if your child
requires a vegetarian or vegan option, please select
‘Vegan Christmas Dinner - £2.88’. For all other dietary
requirements, please contact your Year Team directly.

All free school meal students in Year 7-11 will
automatically be allocated a free Christmas dinner as
their total funding allocation on this date; there is no
need to sign up for this. Students may bring in their
own packed lunch should they wish to.

Students in KS3, including those who bring in a packed
lunch, will all sit together as a year group to enjoy

the festivities so that everyone can enjoy the event
entertainment and atmosphere as a community.

We extended the Christmas Dinner option to KS4
students based on requests from our community last
year and were delighted to receive great feedback from
students about how much they enjoyed this event. Only
students in KS4 who purchase a Christmas Dinner will
eat their lunch in the hall on their date. Normal ‘grab
and go’ kitchen services will continue alongside the
Christmas Dinners for those who do not opt in.

Please note that to allow a grab and go service to

Christmas Bazaar

On Friday 19th December, students in Years 7-11 will also
be able to enjoy stalls at our annual Christmas Bazaar
where they can exchange £1 for five tokens to ‘spend’
on games and food at our student-run Christmas
Market over the course of the morning. If you donate
on Parent Pay for the non-uniform day, or choose to
donate cash on the day, your child will automatically
receive tokens for the Bazaar during registration

that morning. If students would like to donate more
money, they are very welcome to bring in cash to buy
extra tokens. Please note, £1 will be paid for all pupil
premium and free school meal students to enable them
to participate. All proceeds raised from the Christmas
Bazaar and the Christmas Jumper Day will be shared
between Save the Children and Cancer Research UK.

Please note that we will be finishing school earlier on
Friday 19th December; students will gather as tutor
groups at 12.20pm for a brief Christmas farewell with
their tutors and peers before leaving site at 12.30pm.
Beaver Bus services will be informed of this early finish
time. Thank you all for your support this term. From
everyone at The Hinckley School and The Hinckley Sixth
Form, we wish you a very happy and restful Christmas
and best wishes for the New Year. We look forward to
welcoming all year groups back to school at 8:20am
on Monday 5th January 2026.

Kind regards, Kate Groocock, Head of School

Reminder to Book Tickets!

A reminder_book tickets to see The Bridge Sing Off on Friday 12th December, 1:30pm-3pm,
as soon as possible!

If there is still event capacity at the start of week commencing 8th December, families who
have already booked will be advised so that they can book additional tickets should they
wish to. Please note additional tickets will be on a first come first served basis.


https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=PtOz8mtJU0uapwR_9lM5EMrpXw0AHg9KirzYQQpzrrdUNlJEU1k4WTNJNldKSVRMSUg4SEQ1WFVVWi4u&fbclid=IwY2xjawOefFFleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETBpWnMzeTI5ZGVoOUpENUowc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHjoePqjgXTFKC4nDlfXOj9BlVZC5nCFRXTx4YhYpPCMH25LNLOw1whe6DrAo_aem_aW5XmCiIZkl-b-erlmsl8Q&brid=TA3eck9t9zANjAl6welYkA

_ CREATIVE

CURRICULUM

CAREERS CORNER

Interested in a
Career as a Visual
Merchandiser?

Interested in finding out more about this
career path?

Interested in studying
for a degree in
Fashion Design and
Promotion?

to learn more about the BA
(Hons) Fashion and Promotion course at
the University of Sunderland.

Media & Advertising: Christmas Advert Competition

Christmas Crafts

Miss Webster is encouraging students to get involved in our latest monthly creative competition, this time with a festive spin, as
students explore the world of Media and Advertising. See below for further details:

Year 7 students have been getting creative in
our new lunch time enrichment club with Miss
Webster.

Students have being trying their hand at
Christmas crafts, producing gingerbread men
garlands, paper wreaths and more to help
decorate The Bridge heartspace for the festive
season, Well done to everyone who has taken
part so far - your creations look wonderful!
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imagination. Click
here to find out
more.

Want a chance to
win a copy of The
Millicent Quibb
series, a science
experiment kit, a
mad-scientist badge
and a bookmark?

Simply head to the
National Geographic KIDS website by clicking here and
answer the questions on screen to get involved!


https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/competition/win-a-hornby-train-bundle/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/competition/win-a-hornby-train-bundle/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w845YakPa9o&list=PLVEWa7uIDT769WGUTc_-lOca4dJRlPatZ&index=47
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YRx6lWwOj1c
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/competition/win-a-copy-of-millicent-quibb/

