This week has been both a
celebration and a moment
of reflection as we marked
significant milestones. We have
reached the end of an era for
our Year 13 Class of 2026, who
have now completed their final
examinations and are looking
forward to celebrating together at their Prom
on Friday. It has truly been a privilege to be part
of their journey, many for seven years, and we
wish them every success as they move on to the
next chapter of their lives. Alongside this, our
Year 11 students marked their own milestone with
shirt signing - a special tradition that captures
memories, and friendships.

It has also been a week full of energy and
opportunity across the school. Students have
enjoyed the excitement of the Robot Wars heats,
the Sixth Form Futures Conference, and a fantastic
Culture Week. The range of activities on offer

has reflected the strength of our community and
the vibrant diversity within it, something we are
incredibly proud to celebrate.

Looking ahead, we are excited for Inspire Week,
which promises a wide variety of activities and
trips designed to motivate, enthuse and broaden
our students’ experiences even further.

Kate Groocock | Head of School

Robot Wars Heats Begin!

This week, students in Years 7, 8 and 9 have been putting their
skills to the test as the Robot Wars heats got underway. A total
of 20 student-built robots competed in a series of exciting bat-
tles, with only 10 progressing to the final in July.

All of the robots have been designed and built by the students
themselves during their enrichment sessions, supported by

Mr Williams and Mr Harrison. The competition is the result of
months of creativity, teamwork and problem-solving, with
students developing everything from sturdy defensive machines
to inventive, battle-ready designs.

The heats promise plenty of action as competitors go head-to-
head in the arena, aiming to secure their place in the final. We
look forward to seeing which robots make it through to the
final which will be held in Coventry in July and wish all
participants the best of luck.



An Emotional Farewell to the Class of 2026

This week, we said a fond and emotional goodbye to our fantastic Year 11 students as they marked the end
of their journey with us. It was a truly special occasion, filled with laughter, reflection and a few tears, as we
waved off a group of young people who have been part of our school community for the past five years.

As always, the day was marked with our much-loved traditions. Students spent time signing each other’s
shirts, sharing memories and messages that will be treasured for years to come. There was a real sense of
togetherness as friendships were celebrated and final moments captured. Of course, no send-off would be
complete without celebratory ice creams!

It has been an absolute pleasure to watch this year group grow and develop over the years. They have
shown resilience, determination and a real sense of community, and we are incredibly proud of everything
they have achieved during their time here. From their early days in Year 7 to their final exams in Year 11, they
have embraced opportunities and left a positive mark on the school.

While it is always difficult to say goodbye, we are delighted that many of our students will be returning in
August to continue their studies in our Sixth Form. We look forward to welcoming them back and
supporting them in the next stage of their education.

We now eagerly await the opportunity to celebrate once more with the Class of 2026 at their prom in a few
weeks’ time, which promises to be a wonderful evening and a fitting way to mark the end of this important
chapter.

End of an Era: Congratulations
to our Year 13s

Our Class
of 2026

This week, our Year 13 students sat their final examina-
tions, marking the end of an important and memorable
chapter in their school journey. We would like to
congratulate each and every one of them for the
maturity, hard work and determination they have
shown throughout their studies. Their commitment and
resilience, particularly during such a demanding period,
has been truly impressive.

As they now look ahead to the next stage of their lives,
we are incredibly proud of all they have achieved and
the positive example they have set within our school
community. We have no doubt that they will go on to
do incredible things, whatever path they choose to
follow.

We are very much looking forward to celebrating their
achievements in style at their prom on Friday, which
promises to be a fantastic evening and a well-deserved
opportunity to mark their success together. We wish
them all the very best for the future.




We Prepare to Welcome the First British Astronaut to THS!

At The Hinckley School we pride ourselves on offering exceptional experiences to our students. On Tuesday
30th June we are excited to be welcoming Helen Sharman OBE - the first Briton in space - to talk to our
students about her journey from a comprehensive school in Sheffield to life in space with Soviet
cosmonauts.

Helen will be delivering a keynote talk to selected students, followed by an interactive Q&A session. In
addition to discussing the wonders of Science, Helen will explore the opportunities in STEM that are
available for all young people as well as the ethical issues involved in space travel. Students will also hear
about what it is like to live and work in space and how weightlessness feels, from someone who has really
been there!

Sixth Form Futures Conference

Our Year 12 students enjoyed a fantastic start to their Futures Conference on Wednesday with a visit to De
Montfort University, Leicester (DMU). The day provided an exciting opportunity to experience university life
and begin thinking seriously about future pathways. Students learnt more about university life and experi-
enced subject tasters.

With a packed programme continuing throughout Thursday and Friday, students are taking part in a range
of activities including inspiring guest speakers, sessions with visiting alumni, a mock assessment centre, and
a variety of university taster sessions. These experiences are designed to broaden horizons, build confidence,
and help students explore the many options available after sixth form.

Thursday’s university tasters offered something for everyone, with sessions in Global Affairs, Sound and
Light, and Sociology. Students engaged enthusiastically, gaining a real insight into different subject areas
and what studying them at university might involve. Students reflected positively on the experience, with
feedback such as:

“The day has been very engaging. The professors were very knowledgeable and willing to help when
questions. They showed they’re passion which has made me think more carefully about university and
consider Derby.” - Katie

“The day has given me the push to do my own research into university courses.” - Logan

“It was useful to give us an idea of what lectures are really like at university and to hear from people who
are so passionate about their subject.” - Henry

We look forward to seeing how the rest of the conference inspires our students as they continue to plan
their future journeys.



LGBTQ+ Quiz

On Wednesday, the library held a LGBTQ+ quiz for students to take part
in at lunchtime with lots of prizes. Students got into teams of four and
tested their knowledge on LGBTQ+ themed gquestions on pop culture,
history, sport, general knowledge with some anagrams thrown in. There
was lots of competitive fun and we would like to thank Ms Crisp for
arranging this event.

Hospitality & Catering: Glastonbury Brief

Year 10 Hospitality & Catering students took on an exciting real-world
challenge in Monday’s lesson. Students were tasked with stepping into
the role of sous chefs for an elite event catering company at the iconic
Glastonbury Festival. Their brief: to design and create a high-end,
contemporary street-food style main dish worthy of serving to
headlining artists and VIP guests with exclusive backstage access. The
challenge required students to demonstrate creativity and technical
skill by producing a dish with a complex starch accompaniment. As well
as tasting exceptional, their dishes needed to look visually striking and
be practical to eat on the go—perfect for guests enjoying the festival
atmosphere in the VIP area. This engaging task encouraged students
to think like industry professionals, combining presentation, flavour and
functionality in a fast-paced, high-pressure catering scenario.

Celebrating Culture Week

As part of our vibrant Culture Week celebrations, our students enjoyed
engaging activities designed to celebrate diversity and broaden
cultural understanding.

On Tuesday, Year 8 students took part in a special “Book Talking”
session delivered by a representative from Creative Learning Services.
Students from Drama, Science and Computer Science lessons attend-
ed, with a carefully selected range of books linked to their subjects to
spark curiosity and cross-curricular thinking. The session showcased a
wide variety of non-fiction texts, from fascinating reads such as Is My
Phone Reading My Mind? to books exploring nature and themes like
re-wilding. Students enjoyed browsing the collection and were
encouraged to borrow any titles that inspired them to continue their
reading journey.

Throughout the week, the library became a hub of cultural activity.
Students participated in food and language quizzes, sampled new
languages including French, Italian, Romanian and Swahili, and got
creative at a craft table designing posters to explore cultural identity.
These contributions will form part of an exciting new cultural display in
the library, celebrating the diverse backgrounds within our school
community.

We were also delighted to welcome Madeeha Qureshi, author of The
Red Sea Cookbook and MasterChef finalist, who helped to launch the
week. She spoke to students about her book, the way food can bring
people together, and the importance of celebrating diversity. Her
inspiring talk left a lasting impression, and we are sincerely grateful for
her time.

The week will conclude with our much-anticipated Cultural Food Fair

on Friday, where students and staff will have the opportunity to share
and enjoy dishes from a variety of cultures—bringing the whole school
community together in celebration.

Culture Week has been a fantastic success, providing students with
valuable opportunities to learn, reflect and celebrate the richness of
cultures around them. Thank you to everyone involved.






