
N E W S L E T TE R  
B u i l d i n g  B r i g ht e r  Fu t u r e s  

Thursday 26th September 2024   
Dear Parent(s) and Carer(s),  

I would like to begin by thanking you for your kind words after receiving the news that from January I will be 
stepping away from my role as Headteacher to begin a new position within The Futures Trust. The  
conversations I have had and the emails I have received over the past few days from staff, families and  
students have meant so much and are a testament to the incredible, supportive community we have here at 
The Hinckley School. I will continue to lead the school with pride until the end of the year and will work hard to 
ensure that any hand over gives the consistency and stability that our community and students deserve. 

This week, we welcomed Year 7 students and their parents/carers for our Showcase Evening. It was a fantastic event where  
students used talking points to speak about their time in The Bridge so far, looked through examples of their work with their 
families and met with their tutor. This year, we also asked guests to create a piece of bunting as a family which we will use to 
decorate their heart space, further emphasising their sense of belonging. Thank you to everyone who joined us.  

Fundraising took place on Wednesday for Mr Webb, a fellow teacher from Hastings who has been diagnosed with glioblastoma, 
a rare cancerous brain tumour. Our thoughts are with him and his family and it has been moving to see the community rally  
together in support. Our event was led by our sixth form students and I would like to commend them on their independence, 
empathy and compassion.  

I am delighted to share that The Hinckley School has been recognised nationally for our commitment to improving race equality 
and prioritising an inclusive culture where staff, students, parents and partners of  all ethnicities are equally valued, by being 
awarded the bronze level RACE Chartermark. We are committed to continual improvements and this will remain a key area of 
focus as we work towards future awards.  

Best wishes, Lisa Hickman — Headteacher  

#155 

                            S t u d e n t s  F i r s t  I  I t ’ s  A b o u t  L e a r n i n g  I  N o  B a r r i e r s  

The outpouring of support for fellow teacher Mr Webb has been truly  
heart-warming. With many of our sixth form students having previously  
studied at Hastings, it felt only right that we held a fundraiser to show our  
support. Former students from Hastings and their friends, also touched by 
the show of support within our community, held a bake sale on  
Wednesday during break and lunch time and were over run by students and 
staff who wanted to make a donation. Students and staff also gave cakes 
and treats to be sold during the event and we are so thankful for their  
generosity. Jessica, a former Hastings student shared how important it was 
for her and her friends to hold a fundraiser where they could get all year 
groups involved, “Mr Webb taught us all English and he is one of the best 
teachers I have ever had. Even if you didn't have him as a teacher, he means 
a lot to everyone, he is a teacher everyone loves.” We are delighted to  
announce that the total raised was £186.24 and would like to thank  
everyone for showing their support.  

Fundraising for Mr Webb 



The Good Clothes Show  

On Friday 20th September, our GCSE Art, Craft and Design students travelled to Birmingham to attend The Good 
Clothes Show. The theme of the show was to educate audiences on the reasons to make sustainable fashion  
choices and to provide opportunities to get involved in a range of activities that demonstrated sustainability.  

Our students had an amazing day packed with a lot of excitement, they actively got involved in a range of practical 
workshop-based activities where they had the opportunity to make headbands and tote bags from unwanted  
clothing and remnant fabrics. Students watched sustainable catwalk shows, explored a vast range of exhibits 
across the show ranging from jewellery made from dried fruit, veg and bio resin and bicycle inner tubes, to  
clothing made from recycled tights. They also had the opportunity to swap their own unwanted clothes with 
clothes donated by others visitors and were able to listen to a panel of fashion industry experts, who apply  
sustainable manufacturing methods into the production of their products. 

Our students had an extremely insightful day exploring many methods of making sustainable fashion choices. 



Scholastic Book Fair 

This week, during our Bridge Showcase  
Evening, we were delighted to open the library to 
launch our Scholastic Bookfair. The event runs for 
one week and is open to all students. Payments 
can be made by cash or card.  

As well as a fantastic opportunity for our students 
to discover new authors and genres to read at 
home, every book purchased helps to raise  
money for our own school library, meaning that 
we can buy new books for our community to  
borrow and enjoy.  

Thank you to our Library Monitors for their help 
during the launch event and for their dedication 
to supporting Ms Crisp in developing a welcoming 
and inclusive space.  

Library Spotlight  

Year 7 Library Posters 

Year 7 students have spent time making posters about the library 
in their lessons this week with Ms Crisp. Including key details such 
as opening times and the amount of books you can borrow at any 
time, this exercise helped students learn about how to access this  
wonderful facility and will help us to advertise it to other  
members of our community.  

As well as having their own reading corner in The Bridge, using the library during break and lunch times allows Year 7 students 
to socialise with other year groups, grow in confidence and build independence.  

As you can see from the photographs below, their work is not only informative, but very creative. Well done Year 7, we hope 
you have enjoyed exploring the library!  



New Student Led Enrichment Announced  

Enrichment through super curricular activities and student  
leadership plays a big part in sixth form life and benefits  
students throughout their seven-year journey. We are  
therefore delighted to announce, 'Dungeon's and Dragon's Club', a 
brand new student led activity open to all students within our 
community over the age of 13 years old.  

This new club has been created by two of our new Year 12  
students and it is great to see their sense of community,  
independence and leadership by setting up an activity for  
themselves and younger students to enjoy together.  

This is a great opportunity to try Dungeon’s and Dragon’s for the 
first time, continue a hobby you already enjoy, teach others and 
make new friends.  

We encourage as many students as possible to come along to the 
Library at 3pm on Tuesday to join in the fun!  

• Dungeon’s and Dragon’s Club  

• After school 3pm-4pm 

• Every Tuesday starting on the 1st October  

• In the Library 

• Everyone welcome! Over the age of 13 years old.  

The Hinckley School has been recognised for our commitment to action 
and improvement in relation to race equality. By being awarded the 
Bronze Level RACE Charter Mark, the school has received national  
recognition for commitment to improving race equality and prioritising an 
inclusive culture where staff, students, parents and partners of  all   
ethnicities are equally valued. 

Developed by SSAT (the  Schools,  Students  and  Teachers  network) and  
Fig  Tree  International,   the Race and Conscious Equality (RACE) Charter 
Mark is for schools, academies and  colleges,  both in  the  state  and   
private  sectors, in  the  UK  who  wish  to  demonstrate  their commitment  
to  action  and  improvement  in  relation  to  race  equality in  all  aspects  
of  their  work  as educators,  employers  and  community  leaders. 

To achieve the charter mark The Hinckley School completed a comprehensive package of training for governors, senior leaders 
and middle leaders, and submitted an evaluation detailing the work towards equality so far and an action plan pledging  
commitment to ongoing development in this area. 

Angelina Idun, Director of Education, SSAT said:  “I am delighted that The Hinckley School has been awarded the bronze RACE 
Charter mark. Their application and action plan clearly show a positive ethos and culture which champions and strives for  
conscious equality and inclusivity throughout the school community. We look forward to continuing to work with the school  
to see their strategic vision fully realised” 

Ann Palmer, CEO, Fig Tree International said: “I am absolutely delighted that The 
Hinckley School is receiving this recognition.  This recognises their determination to 
make a difference, not only in their own school, but also in the local community.  The 
Hinckley School has joined a great group of schools and colleges who are part of the 
RACE Charter Mark community. We applaud them for their work and aspirations to 
build a more inclusive society.”  

This award recognises the work completed so far and The Hinckley School remains 
committed to continual improvements, this will remain a key area of focus as we work 
towards future awards.  

Awarded the Bronze RACE Charter Mark  



Students Achieve Gold With DofE  

Congratulations to William, who has recently achieved his Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s award, he will now be invited to the 
palace at some point this year. Well done on becoming a Gold Award holder Will, well deserved, and the DofE Team are very 
proud of you!  

William volunteered for 12 months at Green Towers Youth Club, gaining experience with working with children and young  
people on a Thursday evening, supporting them with sport activities. 

For his physical section of the award, William continued to improve his fitness through kayaking at a local club. 

Learning to drive for the skill section of the award has enabled Will to have become a confident and  able driver.   

The residential section of the award involves a 4 night, 5-day experience, William chose to attend an adventure week, taking 
part in coasteering, climbing, ringo rides, paddle sports, tunnelling, target sports and high ropes. He gained much from new 
experiences and learning new skills with Cumulus in Swanage.  This experience involved meeting the other members in the 
group for the first time, often stepping out of his comfort zone and  
working together with people he do not know.  

For the expedition dates, Will was in a team of 6 who took on Snowdonia 
for their walking adventure, they set themselves a challenging route 
which tested their physical and mental stamina. They coped with and 
overcame all the challenges to complete a very successful expedition. 

Will made a valuable contribution to the team. Others in his team recog-
nised someone who showed resilience, determination and courage. 

Well done and congratulations Will!      - A Fennell, DofE Co Ordinator 
 

Outgoing Golds 

Well done to our Gold group who completed their expedition in Snowdonia in August. On Wednesday 
evening, they completed the final part of the expedition section with a presentation to our new Gold 
group. 3 fantastic group presentations that had clearly been thought out and well prepared. We enjoyed 
listening to all of their highlights, top tips and how they coped with their 4 day personal challenge.  

Congratulations, we look forward to you finishing the rest of the award.     - A Fennell, DofE Co Ordinator 





ADT SPOTLIGHT 
Celebrating Creativity and Sharing Inspiring Opportunities   

ICHF’s annual Fashion Design Competition 
invites budding textile, art and design  
students aged 13-18 years to create the 
unimaginable and defy expectations with 
our brand new challenge: Wearable Art!  

Entrants are asked to study a chosen artist 
and think about how they would  
showcase shape and form in a piece of 
wearable art! What would a dress by  
Picasso look like? Students need to  
combine creativity, functionality and 
transform a garment into a 3D canvas!  

Click here for more information on the 
design brief and for details of how to  
enter!  

Ever considered a career as a ... 

  Food Technologists work on developing new food products,  
considering how they will be manufactured. They consider how  
recipes work and the processes which go into creating new products.  

Sound interesting?  

Click the video on the right to learn more about this unique career.  

https://www.creativecraftshow.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Wearable-Art-A4.pdf
https://www.creativecraftshow.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Wearable-Art-A4.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sp_81Qf5N3M


ADT SPOTLIGHT 
Celebrating Creativity and Sharing Inspiring Opportunities   

Future Destination?  

Architecture BA, School of Architecture and Landscape 

Click here to learn more about studying for a BA in  
Architecture at the School of Architecture and Landscape. 
Continue reading to learn more about the course from an 
extract from their website:  
 

Recognised by the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA), 
our Architecture BA provides you with a broad knowledge 
ranging across the sciences and humanities. Through  
lectures, studio-based design work and professional  
experience you'll explore how architecture improves the lives 
of those who inhabit and use it. Shape the world around you 
with an expert-led, hands-on architecture degree, with full 
RIBA accreditation. Immerse yourself in studio work to  
develop fundamental architectural skills and practical  
experience, whilst establishing your own design personality. With our expert teaching team and close collaboration with practising 
architects, you'll apply both taught and practical knowledge to studio design projects that challenge you to think creatively and  
critically. Lectures will support and inform your studio work, drawing from expertise across sciences and humanities, whilst working 
closely with and alongside your course mates will sharpen your collaborative skills and critical eye. Under the guidance of specialists 
from across the field, in your third year, you'll undertake a major design project that will give you the opportunity to showcase your 
skills to address a range of cultural, technological, conceptual and representational ideas. Our teaching teams include practising 
architects and professional academics from a range of architectural backgrounds, committed to providing you with the skills and 
knowledge needed to make a positive impact on the world. 

https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/undergraduate/courses/2025/architecture-ba
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/undergraduate/courses/2025/architecture-ba


We are delighted to share our new Enrichment Calendar for the Autumn Term, now featuring over 50 extra curricular  
opportunities across the school! We encourage all students to get involved in three activities a week either during lunchtime or 
after school and log all attendance in order for students to work towards their Ruby, Sapphire and Diamond Enrichment 
Awards! 

 

Another Term of Exceptional Enrichment  

Explore our lunchtime enrichment offer on the next page! 

Join Our New Drama Society  

The Hinckley School ' Drama Society ' launched on Monday 9th September and Mrs Cook is 
encouraging students across the school to come along and get involved. More  
information about what students can expect is detailed below:  
 

KS4/KS5 Lunchtime Drop-ins on Mondays and Wednesdays Week 1  - Students will be  
rehearsing, trying their hand at directing, learning how to put on a production and developing 
their design skills. 

KS3 Drama Society Tuesday and Wednesday Week 2 -  Open to students in Year 7, 8 and 9, 
the Drama Society will be led by Sixth Form Drama Ambassadors and is a fantastic  
opportunity for students to try something new, explore their love of performing arts, make 
new friends and grow their confidence.  

 




